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stantinople as its capital by the Turkish Government
might be a matter of timely importance. That at pres-
ent the Angora Government minimizes the value of the
city as a capital is evident from the fact that in the
Assembly, Constantinople has only fifteen deputies, that
is, 5 per cent of the total number in the chamber. For
the moment this city of past power has become merely a
province of the nationalist government.
Will the new government make good? The answer to
this question depends in great part on international
complications which are discussed elsewhere in the book.
Certain good assets as a government it certainly has,
especially those of simplicity and democracy. The old
hierarchy of officials of the Ottoman Government with
its consequent opportunity for bribery and corruption
has been swept away and the government has cut itself
off from the destructive influences of Constantinople.
It is ruling over a population which is, comparatively
speaking, homogeneous. It has separated itself from
the old idea of theocracy and has put itself as far as
possible on an equal economic basis with the Western
nations. It has a leader of great strength and vision.
Professor Toynbee presents the problem which confronts
the new nation well, in one of its important aspects when
he says:—"It is a tremendous responsibility which the
small well-educated class bears in this crisis of transi-
tion in Anatolia toward the uninformed and impression-
able majority. The new leaven of Western materialism
would be for the better in so far as it raised the standard
of life; it would be for the worse if it frothed up into
an ill-considered or over-ambitious economic program.
The need for wisdom and self-restraint on the part of the
few Turks with whom the initiative will be, is certainly
very great." On this question of the wise economic de-
velopment of Turkey depends a great deal of the future
success of the new government. In a conference recently

